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Linear Models: 
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Equations of straight lines.

Highest power of x is 1.

Often called “linear growth model”

Polynomials: 
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Poly (many) + nomials (terms)

All terms in the function are a positive integer power of the variable.

Degree: highest power of x that occurs.

Coefficient: numeric multiplier (positive or negative) of a term.

Lead term: the term with the highest power of x.

End behavior: what is the graph doing on the left side and the right side. The answer depends on the degree of the polynomial and the sign of the lead coefficient.

	Degree
	Positive Coefficient
	Negative Coefficient

	Odd
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y goes down as x goes left
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y goes up as x goes left
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y goes up as x goes right
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y goes down as x goes right
	

	Even
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y goes up as x goes left
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y goes down as x goes left
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y goes up as x goes right
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y goes down as x goes right
	


	Another way to remember this is by the signs of x and y for each quadrant.
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Quadratic and Cubic functions are examples of a polynomial.

Power Functions: 
[image: image19.wmf]a

x

x

f

=

)

(


Functions in which only one term contains a variable, and the exponent is a positive integer.

Base is a variable, exponent is a constant.

Contrast with exponential functions.

Root Functions: 
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Functions in which only one term contains a variable, and the index is a positive integer.

Base is a variable, index is a constant.

Reciprocal Functions: 
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Reciprocals of the power functions.

Exponential Functions: 
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A function with the variable in the exponent.

Base is a constant, exponent is a variable.

Contrast with power functions.

Logarithmic Functions: 
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A function with the variable in the argument.

Trigonometric Functions: 
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Functions containing a trigonometric function. Angles are always in radians.

Transcendental Functions

Any function that cannot be expressed purely algebraically.

Trigonometric, Exponential, Logarithmic, and others.

Piecewise Functions

Dividing the graph vertically into intervals.

Each interval is graphed differently.
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1. Identify the dividing (end) points.

2. Draw vertical lines through the x-axis at the end points.

3. Write the function over its interval.

4. Evaluate the value of each function on both sides of the dividing points and plot the point as open or closed.

5. Sketch the function in each interval by either plotting additional points or obtaining from the calculator.
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