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Parameter

A numerical measurement describing a characteristic of a population.

Statistic

A numerical measurement describing a characteristic of a sample.

Data Types

Data is divided into two types:

1. Quantitative: numerical measurement

a. Discrete: counted

b. Continuous: measured

2. Qualitative: descriptive measurement

Levels of Measurement

Data is divided into four levels of measurement:

1. Nominal: the data consists of names, labels, or categories.
Music can be categorized: Rock, Country, Jazz, Blues, etc.


2. Ordinal: the data is listed in a particular order.
Billboard's Top 10 Pop Hits.


3. Interval: the data is listed in order and in groups.
An “A” is 90-100; a “B” is 80-89; a “C” is 70-79, etc.


4. Ratio: the data is listed in intervals and contains a “true zero,” meaning that there are never values less than zero.

