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Random Sampling

Allowing the laws of chance to determine who will be in the sample.

With a large enough sample, bias is kept at a minimum.

Simple Random Sampling

Individuals are selected from the population as a whole.

Let’s use a standard deck of cards, from which we want a sample size of 10.

The two ways of doing a simple random sample are:

1. “From a hat”: Shuffle a deck of cards, and then take the top 10 cards.


2. “Mathematically”: Using an un-shuffled deck of cards, generate 10 random numbers from 1-52, and pull the cards from those positions in the deck.

Random numbers can be gotten either from a random number table or by computer. Most calculators with statistical functions have a built-in random number function.

Stratified Random Sampling

Divide the population into categories, called strata, then randomly select individuals for your sample. You might further divide each of these strata into categories, called substrata, and again randomly select individuals.

Some common categories:

· Age

· Sex

· Ethnicity

· Geographic Location


