	Chapter 13
	Collecting Statistical Data: Censuses, Surveys, and Studies.

	Section 2
	Surveys


Page 1 of 1

Survey

If you want to describe a population, you would first collect information about the population. A common method is a survey. A survey is a set of questions designed to collect information from individuals in a population.

Sample

However, it would be a tedious task to check every member of the population if that population is very large. A process for selecting a subgroup of the population is determined, and the survey is sent to the subgroup instead. The subgroup is called a sample.

Examples of methods for selecting individuals for a sample include:

· From the telephone book, select every 10th person.

· In a neighborhood, go to every 5th house.

Sampling

When selecting a sample, it is important that the sample be representative of the population.

Quota Sampling

For example, if your population is half male and half female, and you want your sample size to be 1000, make sure you get 500 responses from men and 500 from women.

Selection Bias

In quota sampling, the person doing the survey has the power to select a respondent.

Ideally, the selection process should be unbiased. If the selection process is objective enough, then the sample will be representative of the population (more on that in Section 3).

Responses

Just as a sample is a subgroup of the population, the responses are a subgroup of the sample.

Not everyone who receives the survey will respond.

The number of responses divided by the sample size is the response rate.

If the response rate is too low, then the responses will not likely be representative of the population.


